■t 




February 28, 1968 s 


Dear Hal : 



I suppose I*m suffering from that seemingly common malady amongst you critics: Frustration. 
While I subscribe to the New Orleans States Item, it arrives a week late, then it arrives 
at all; and while we’ve had a newspaper strike going on here for the past 54 days, the 
resumption (today) is no cure - they both avoid the subject with great consistency. 

I have just completed reading the James/Wardlaw book; it has me confused and concerned 
about the cast of characters down there, about the precariousness of the Shaw trial’s 
current status. I cannot conceive that the trial can come off without a mistrial being 
declared at the very outset; as I told a friend last night. Garrison had better make his 
entire case a matter of public record in his opening statement (as against trying to save 
some surprises), because Defense counsel is going to move for a mistrial the first shot 
they get from the bench; and I suspect the grounds have been laid for just such a strategy. 

Another peculiar turn of events is the change of minds of Novel, Howard, Thomley , etc. 
about waving the extradition procedures; the "company" must feel quite secure that they 
will not get bitten by their testimonies, assuming they will be candid. 

I also listened to William O’Connel’s critique on the local Pacifica: let’s see, uh, phoney 
scripting, rhetorically bankrupt, hokey objectivity. O’Connel is indeed an actor - a very 
bad one. Silvia Meaner comes off as a pious frump, a pretentious spinster. This sounded 
more like a creaky return to the soap opera era, an injustice to say the least. Also, it 
was culminated with such an obvious pitch to Silvia’s book as being THE works that the bit 
lost whatever bite was anticipated. 


Never trust an intellectual with a huckster’s tools. 

Turned over the carbons to Verb last night, attended his class at SF State; the class is, an 
interesting experiment and was well worth attending. 

I have arranged for Penn Jones and Roger Craig to come up from 1A to do the Dolan radio and 
TV shows this weekend. Jones now says he expects Garrison to get wiped out instead of Shaw. 
He says the trial will never come off. 

No books as yet; those middlemen inspectors never give up I guess. 


The "go" decision is still being held in abeyance by my people out here; they’ve requested 
I present them with a complete breakdown and timetable on that I (we) have in mind, I’m 
busy renovating our thole concept. I must let you know that they are deeply disturbed by 
the failure of the press to take an interest. 


I’m pressing with all I’ve got out here; don’t panic; my best to Lil. 



Personal Regards, 



